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Several persons, not personally connected with the Diocese,

who were present on the occasion which drew forth the following

discourse, have requested that it might be published. Under

ordinary circumstances, such a request, though kindly made,

would not have been complied with ; but the success which has

attended the Missions to the Roman Catholics in the West of

Ireland communicates a peculiar interest to the recent Confirma-

tions. As this interest has given rise to the request, it may also

be considered as justifying the compliance ; the more so as a

legitimate occasion is thereby afforded, for the publication of a

very exact report of the statistical details connected with the

Confirmation of the Converts to whom the Discourse was ad-

dressed. These details suggest considerations of much impor-

tance in forming a due estimate of the progress, which, under

the Divine blessing, has recently been made in the Reformation

in Ireland.

November, 1851.





A DISCOUESE,
&c.

"And he went through Syria and Cilicia,

confirming the churches." acts xv. 41.

When we consider the great want of information

relating to the internal arrangement ofthe church, in

the age of the apostles; and that almost all our

knowledge is to be gleaned from the scanty records

that St. Luke and St. Paul have left us ; that the

one wrote principally to record the miracles by
which our faith was established, and to enforce the

truth of Christianity; and that the other endea-

voured more to inculcate fundamental doctrines than

to prescribe external rites, or rules of discipline;

we shall have no cause to wonder that the service

and ordinances of the primitive church are so little

known, and must be traced with such
difficulty.

It is true that many «orruptions crept in during a
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long night of ignorance, while superstition clouded

the face of truth, and made the church of Christ

appear more as the gloomy sepulchre of human

happiness, than as an edifice raised to the glory of

God, and the security and consolation of His crea-

tures. But we have long, by God's assistance, rent

the veil which obscured the Sun of Righteousness,
and thrown off those galling fetters which enslave

the mind and tie it down to the footstool of a weak

and fallible mortal. The established Church of
this kingdom owns no rule of faith but the gospel ;

no mode of discipline, no rites or ceremonies, but

such as are built upon the precepts of Christ, or

the practice of His apostles.

Confirmation, to the use and importance of

which I wish at present to draw your attention,

is a rite so plainly derived from the practice

of the Apostles, that for several ages it was

considered as a means of obtaining the favour

of God, and a visible conveyance of the bless-

ings of the Gospel ; and is now held by our-

selves as of chief importance to the credit of

the Church, and the spiritual welfare of a Chris-

tian. The corrupt Church of Rome has indeed

debased this primitive ordinance, as it has almost

every doctrine and practice of the Scriptures,

and has loaded it with many unscriptural and

superstitious ceremonies
;

but this should only
serve the more to recommend to us the pure
and lovely character of the rite itself, as it is

retained in our Protestant Church. In her ob-



servances of this rite we discern no useless parade,

or trifling ceremony ;
all is plain, significant, and

simple.

The form prescribed by our Church is bor-

rowed from the usage of those, whose practice

it should be our study to imitate, and whose

mandates are of perpetual obligation. We not

only read in the words of the text, that St.

Paul, after the conversion and consequent bap-
tism of many of the inhabitants of Syria, and

Cilicia, went through those provinces confirming
the Churches ; but in another chapter of the

Acts, it is recorded that Peter and John had

been sent from Jerusalem, for the express pur-

pose of confirming the Samaritans in the faith,

and to lay their hands upon tfiem, after they
had received the Word, and had been admitted

as converts to Christianity by baptism. From
all which it is at least undeniable that it was

the practice of the Apostles to lay their hands

on the first Christian converts after baptism, and

to pray for them. The excellent ends and uses

of this, which still continue, very much confirm

the supposition, that it was not designed for

that particular season only ; while the mention

of the doctrine of baptism^ and of laying on of
hands, together, by St. Paul, in his enumera-

tion of such rites and doctrines as are plainly

fundamental, seems almost equivalent to a com-

mand for its adoption.
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Accordingly, the continuance of this holy

institution may be traced back from our own
time to the earliest ages of the Gospel ; when

we know from contemporary writers, that it

was customary for the Bishop to go abroad,

and imposing his hands, pray for the gift of

the Holy Ghost on those who had been already

baptized.

Such, briefly, is the history of this holy
rite. And the first great end and use of it is

(as we have seen), that such persons as have

been baptized when young, may, in the face of

the Church, and before its spiritual governors,

publicly take upon themselves their Christian

profession, and the discharge of that vow which

was made for them by others, when they could

not make it for themselves. When, therefore,

our sureties have, by education, contributed their

pious endeavours to the end that Christian

principles may fix themselves upon our hearts,

and influence our conduct, it is a good and

holy custom, that, at a proper age, we should

come forward to acquit them of their charge,

and personally engage to continue the good
work thus begun.
And if we will not openly with our own

mouths confirm the vows, and lay claim to the

benefit of our baptismal covenant, and promise,

that, by God's grace, we will evermore endea-

vour to believe and act as becomes the Gospel
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of Christ, that covenant is renounced on our

part,
and as far as we can do so, our baptism

is made no baptism.

Another important end for which the office of

^Confirmation is retained by us is, that all per-

sons who thus openly declare their perseverance

in the Christian profession, may be solemnly
dedicated to the discharge of its duties, by the

imposition of hands, preparatory to their first

participating of the Sacrament of the Lord^s

Supper. This being the highest act of Christian

sYorship, it has always justly been thought neces-

ary, that all persons should give the strongest,

md most public proofs of their being Christians

ndeed, before they are admitted to it, by con-

essing with their mouths the Lord Jesus, and

leclaring their fixed resolution to perform their

oart of the covenant, of which they claim the

:)rivileges. And Confirmation is required, as

)eing such a confession and declaration, made

>penly in the face of the assembled Church,
md accompanied by the solemn dedication of

he confirmed to the obedience of Christ, by
hose who have been separated to minister and

bless in his name. As to the form of doing
his, by the laying on of hands, it is an

ncient usage, warranted by the example of

atriarchs, and prophets, and apostles, and other

loly men of God, whose benedictions we cannot

•elieve to have been ineffectual ; and if consi-

ered only as adding solemnity to the office,
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it never can be deemed vain or superstiti(

by us, when we recollect that it was a form

used by our Lord Himself on earth, who, when

young children were brought unto Him, put his

hands upon them and blessed them.

Again, we trust that by the prayers of the

assembled congregation, the assistaoce of the Holy

Spirit may be obtained for those who are thus

dedicated to God. The general promises of Scrip-

ture are our ground of confidence that the prayers

of the faithful will be heard for other men : "for

the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much."

And surely, if ever it be more propel than at

other times to implore God's help for our fellow-

christians ;
if ever it be more than ordinarily

wanted, or ought with more than common earnest-

ness to be asked for them, it is upon their first

entering on that time of life, when their own

passions from within, and the world's multiplied

temptations from without, will solicit them with

most violence to transgress God^s Commandments :

when they are at the same time taking upon them-

selves such engagements, as we know they are

not able to perform without His assistance.

The extraordinary influences of the Spirit have

indeed been long since withdrawn from men.

But though the believer, who is now sent forth

into the world with the prayers and blessings

of the Church of Christ, can no longer cast out

devils, or take up serpents, or drink any deadly
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ison without harm ; yet so many as with faith

luifeigned, and fitting preparation; shall be par-

:akers of this holy ordinance,
" these signs" we

ire assured,
" shall follow them."

In Christ's name they shall cast out the evil

>pirit
of lust, and pride, and selfishness, and

I spiritual indifference : they shall trample on the

I ^reat serpent, the Devil ; and through the grace

[

)f God, henceforth be unharmed by that worst

)oison of the soul, the daily intercourse with

hose, who calling themselves Christians, care nei-

her for the threats nor promises of the Gospel,

i
md do not, in their hearts, believe in them.

Those now to be admitted to Confirmation

lave, with few exceptions, been baptized in a

orrupt and apostate Church ; but they have been

nly pledged by their baptism to the covenant

f grace. The beautiful simplicity of the in-

titution of Christ has, indeed, been clouded, and

isfigured by the addition of superfluous super-

l^titions, and absurd ceremonies ;
but the weak

ad helpless infant has been nevertheless enlisted

-3 a soldier in His Saviour's service, to whom alone

lis allegiance is due ; now that he has arrived at a

i^rapetent age, having been carefully instructed

11 the duties he owes to the great Captain of

lis salvation, he has fully resolved to keep the

oammandments of his Lord with all his heart

md soul, and walk according to the precepts
if the Bible.
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You are all now, my young friends, about tc

make that good profession, and to confirm it b}
a most solemn act. You are about to undertake £

charge the most serious in the life of man, anc

most important in its consequences. It is verj

fitting therefore, you should show that you are

not ashamed of your Saviour and Redeemer :

and how can you do this better than by con-

fessing Him openly before men ? You are aboul

to enrol yourselves under the banner of the cross

and abjure for ever the soul-destroying errors,

corruptions, and superstitions of the Church ol

Rome. The Almighty will receive your vows
;

but remember He will look to the future, and

expect your fidelity even unto death. Considei

the worth of that knowledge which you have

received by the diligent teaching of the Church,

which now opens her bosom to receive you, and

is, I trust, practicably awakened to a sense ol

her obligations. But, thanks be to God, so fai

as she has attempted to discharge them, she has

begun to reap a plentiful blessing, the abundant

evidence of which I have now the gratification

of beholding. It unfolds the enlivening and cheer-

ing prospect of a season, when, by the mercy of

Divine Providence on the prudent and well di-

rected zeal of His devoted servants, that blessing

will be spread over this benighted land, and those

clouds which had so long intercepted the saving

beams of truth will be removed by the unre-
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stricted diffusion of the Word of God. We
cannot forget that this was the great instrument

by which the Reformation was effected— the

great instrument by which our own Scriptural

and Apostolic Church was emancipated from the

slavery of Anti-Christ, and emerged out of the

darkness of Papal corruption, into the glorious

Hght of Protestant purity and truth. And, my
young friends, it is by the same instrument that

you are now called from darkness to light,

I and from the power of Satan unto God. You
Nhave been hitherto kept in error and ignorance

'by those who, while they pretended to be your

religious instructors, have opposed all attempts
»to educate you, and resisted by every means

in their power the introduction of the knowledge
of true religion among you. Good reason have

jyou, then, to be thankful that a way has been

opened to lead you to the knowledge of the

:ruth as it is in Jesus. You stand forth now
in a new character; you go forth of your own
free will, and in the full consent and testimony
of your own hearts, confessing yourselves to be
" members of Christ, children of God, and inheri-

tors of the kingdom of heaven."

But, remember, that this confession of Christ

must be attended with sincerity of faith, and

implicity of obedience. You must beware of any
decline from the purity of the Gospel. Salva-

Hon by grace, through the mediation of Jesus

^Christ, must be the foundation of your religion.
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The doctrine of justification by faith

onlj

through the merits of our Lord Jesus Christ

and not of our own works and deservings, i

the main feature of this salvation. Abide thei

in the truth,— press forward to the prize o

your high calling, and continue in the faitl

to which you are pledged. And this leads m^

to notice the deep anxiety which the grea

Apostle, St. Paul, evinced as to the habitual us(

which his youthful convert should make of the

instruction thus early received :

" Continue thou,'

says the Apostle,
" in the things which thoi

hast learned, knowing of whom thou hast learnec

them.'' And if you will allow me to pass from

the anxiety of the Apostle for Timothy to ni}

pastoral solicitude for you, my youthful fellow-

christians, I would now say to you, continue

you in the things which you have learned,

remembering from whom you have learned

them. Value the Christian privileges to which

you are invited, and stand fast in the liberty

wherewith Christ has made you free. You

might still have had your lot where men

are taught to bow down to idols as their gods :

no holy page of truth and love would have been

opened to your sight : you might still have been

among those, over whose soul's welfare no fond

anxiety ever watched ; no dying Saviour's grace

would have been presented to your thoughts.

But the lot has fallen to you in pleasant places.

You are surrounded with abundant means of grace
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ind facilities of instruction ; and you have in Christ

Fesus a goodly heritage. You have the pri-

vilege of knowing the holy Scriptures, which are

ible to make you wise unto salvation through
aith which is in Christ Jesus: you are blessed

,vith the doctrine of salvation; you are called to

he privileges of Christianity ;
and you will have

;ntered personally into covenant with God.

Continue then, I repeat, in these things ; hold

ast the inestimable advantages they confer ; and

rteartily thank your Heavenly Father that He
las called you to this state of salvation, through
esus Christ your Saviour; aud pray continually
God that He may give you His grace, that

^ou may continue in the same unto your life's

find.





RE P ET

Of the Tour for Missionary Confirmations, by the

Lord Bishop of Tuam, in West Galway, in the month ot

September, 1851.—Drawn up by order of the Bishop.

On Tuesday, \6th Sept., at 12 o'clock, the Bishop of Tuam

arrived at Oughterard. The Catechumens from five

different locaHties were assembled at that hour, and proceeded

from the Mission School-house to the church, where they were

arranged. Upon the arrival of the Bishop and the clergy, prayers

were read by the Rev. Robt. Browne, Perpetual Curate of the

parish of Kilcummin in which Oughterard is situated. The Bishop
delivered a discourse to the catechumens and the people ; after

which the rite of Confirmation was administered to 99 persons.

The congregation was very large, and consisted of a great num-

3er of Roman Catholics, besides the protestant gentry of the

leighbourhood.

The persons confirmed here were divided as follow :—From

Dughterard 49; from Glan 9 ; from Ross 14 ; from Inverin 20 ; 6

rom Spiddal ; and one person from Galway ; making 99 in all.

)f these, 10 were original protestants, and 89 converts from

Romanism. 52 were males, and 47 females. The ages were
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thus classed :

—25 were fourteen years old and under,—38 were

above fourteen and under twenty years,
— 18 between twenty and

thirty,
— II between thirty and forty,

—6 between forty and fifty,

and 1 above fifty.

The number of catechumens who came from Inverin was but

a small part of those who had been examined and approved by
the Missionary there. His return contained the names of 65

persons who had been prepared to attend for confirmation at

Spiddal, where the new church, which is being built, was intended

to be consecrated; as, however, the building was not sufficiently

advanced, the Bishop held no confirmation at Spiddal, and the

people from the further part of the district, being 40 miles from

Oughterard, could not come so far; 28 of them however deter-

mined to make the journey, and set out at midnight for the

purpose. Eight of them found it impossible to get over the

mountain which lies between Inverin and Oughterard, therefore

only 20 actually received confirmation from that Mission.

At three o'clock on the same day, the Bishop proceeded to

the Missionary School-house at Glan, where the Missionaries

of the district, and all the other agents of the Society for Irish

Church Missions to the Roman Catholics were assembled for

an episcopal inspection. There were present upon this oc-

casion, two Vice-Presidents of the Society, the Lord Bishop of

Tuam and the Earl of Roden ; two members of the Committee,

Chas. H. Frewen, Esq., M.P., and Anthony Lefroy, Esq. ; and

one of the Honorary Secretaries, by whom they were addressed,

under the direction of the Bishop, and in the name of the Com-

mittee. The following were the number of agents present. Three

Missionaries; fourteen Readers ; three Assistant Readers ; seven

Probationers; eight Schoolmasters; and three Schoolmistresses;

making in all, 38. Several of the Irish Teachers of the district

were also present.

These agents came from the following fourteen Missionary Sta-

tions. Castelkerke, South Corrib, Kilmilkin, Curnamona, Glan,

Oughterard, Ross, Inverin, Casla, Lettermore, Tourmakeady,

Partry, Headford, and Galway.
The Bishop closed the meeting by pronouncing the blessing, jt.
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Wednesday y MthSept.—The Bishop embarked at Oughterard,

and proceeded up the Lake to Castelkerke, arriving at the Mii

sionary Parsonage at noon, where he was met by the Rector of

the parish of Cong, the Rev. E. L. Moore, and the Missionary,

the Rev. John O'Callaghan. The confirmation took place im-

mediately in the School-house, which was densely crowded by

converts and others, while considerable numbers remained out-

side, unable to find room. Prayers were read by the Rector,

some part being read in Irish by the Missionary. After a dis-

course from the Bishop, 96 persons were confirmed; 34 belonging

to Castelkerke, 15 to Kilmilkin, 24 to Curnamona, and 23 to

South Corrib. Three of these persons were original protestants;

and 93 were converts from Romanism. The number of males

were 53, and of females 43. The ages were as follows:— 16 were

ofthe age of fourteen and under, —50 from that to twenty,
— 1 3 from

that to thirty,
—7 from that to forty,

—5 from that to fifty,
—

4 from that to sixty,
—and 1 above sixty.

Besides these persons, a number of children whose parents

were converts were brought by the Missionary to the Bishop for

confirmation, all of whom had proved themselves to possess so

satisfactory a knowledge of the christian religion, and could reply

so intelligently to all the questions of the catechism, that the

Missionary did not feel himself at liberty to refuse them tickets

of approval. But their ages were only eleven, twelve, and thirteen

years, and through famine and other circumstances, their appear-
ance was much more juvenile than their actual age. After con-

sultation with the Rector, the Bishop determined that their

confirmation should be deferred to a future occasion. The

number of persons thus postponed was 43.

After the confirmation, the children of the school were ex-

amined by a number of clergymen who accompanied the Bishop,
and their answers manifested a very considerable advancement

in scriptural knowledge.

Thursday y \^th ^ejo^.—The Bishop, arrived at Salruck
before noon. Previous to the service, the children of the Mis-

sion-school were examined by the clergy, who expressed great
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satisfaction at their knowledge. Divine service was read by the

Missionary, the Rev. Wm. Kennedy, partly in Irish and partly in

English. A large congregation was assembled, the greater parjHj
of which were converts and Roman Catholics. The confirmation

'

took place, at which 30 persons were confirmed—two being

original protestants, and 28 being converts from Romanism. A
discourse was delivered, according to the direction of the Bishop,

by the Honorary Secretary of the Society for Irish Church

Missions.

Of the persons confirmed here, 17 were males and 13 females.

Their ages were 7 of fourteen years and under,—9 from that to

twenty,
—6 from that to thirty,

—4 from that to forty,
—3 from

that to fifty,
—and 1 above fifty years.

On the morning of the confirmation, 14 persons, who had

been undecided until then, came to the Missionary ; but as they
had not given him an opportunity of ascertaining their fitness,

he refused to admit them, and deferred their confirmation to a

future occasion.

Proceeding onward to Clifden, the Bishop inspected the new

church, building at Moyard Bridge, which is to become the

parish church of Ballinakill, the principal parish of the large

union that bore that name, and which has recently been divided

into four incumbencies. It had been hoped that this church

might have been in a state for consecration by this time; but as

this was found to be impossible, the Committee engaged in

conducting the building attended with the contractor, to show^
the church to the Bishop, together with the spot for the burii

ground, kindly given by F. I. Graham, Esq., the proprietor

The contractor stated that he would deliver up the church in

fit state for consecration, at christraas next, and the Bishop

expressed his readiness to attend for the purpose when the build
-^

ing should be completed.

)W

I

Friday \^th Sept.
—The Female School at Fakeragh w

visited and examined by the clergy, and the progress of the

children was highly approved.

The Bishop proceeded to Ballyconree, where a large co

i
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gregation of converts was assembled at the new School-room,

which had been completed for the occasion. When the partition

which separates the boys and girl's school is removed, the room

is 50 feet by 20.

It was formally opened for divine service upon this occasion.

Prayers were read by the Rector of the parish, the Rev. H.

D'Arcy, and the Missionary, the Rev. R. Ryder, partly in Irish

and partly in English.

Tiie confirmation took place, at which 115 persons were con-

firmed, every one of whom were converts from Romanism. By
direction of the Bishop, a discourse was delivered by the Hon.

Sec. of the Society for Irish Church Missions. The catechumens

here were all belonging to the district : 37 being the elder chil-

dren of the Connemara Orphans' Nursery, and 78 being the

converts of Ballyconree. 57 were males and 58 females. Their

ages were 66 of fourteen years and under,—26 "from fourteen to

twenty,
—6 under thirty,

— 11 under foriy,
—and 6 under fifty

years of age.

After the Confirmation, the Bishop, as Patron of the Conne-
mara Orphans* Nursery, made a visitation of that institution.

The children, 78 in number, were presented to the Bishop, who
went through the details of the establishment ; and after seeing

the arrangements of the house, the work of the children, their

gardening, &c, expressed his approbation in warm terms. His

Lordship spoke to the children, who were then addressed at

large by the Honorary Secretary, and the Bishop left them after

giving them his blessing.

On the morning of this day it had been suggested, that as

many clergymen and gentlemen from England were present, it

might be a good opportunity to explain to the Roman Catholics

of the town of Clifden, the misrepresentations so commonly made
to them, concerning the feelings of the English people, with re-

spect to Romanism. The Schoolmaster was sent round the town,
to knock at each door and inform the inhabitants that a meeting:

for this purpose would be held in the School-room. It was

scarcely expected that from so short a notice, and under such

circumstances, any considerable number of persons would be
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likely to attend. At seven o'clock in the evening, the Bishop,

accompanied by the Clergy and the party of friends who hap-

pened to be in Connemara, proceeded to the School-room, which

was already crowded (at least 450 persons were present) ; and a

very large proportion were respectable Roman Catholics.

At the desire of the Bishop, the Rector of the parish took

the Chair, and opened the meeting with a hymn and prayer, in

which the Roman Catholics did not scruple to join. The meet-

ing was then addressed by the Rev. Alfred Hill, Vicar of More-

bath, in Devonshire, who stated the facts which came within his

own knowledge, demonstrating the general feeling whi(;li exists

in England, repugnant to the doctrines of Romanism. The Rev.

W. Swainson, of Northampton, then followed, and corroborated

the statements of Mr. Hill. The Rev. Edward Ellis, Correspond-

ing Secretary for the Society for Irish Church Missions, now

employed in Dublin, and previously at Doon, on the borders of

Tipperary and Limerick, explained to the meeting the facts con-

nected with the remarkable progress of the reformation amongst
the Roman Catholics in both those places.

A sliort address was added by the Rev. A. Dallas ; the Doxo-

logy was sung, and the Bishop closed the meeting with the

blessing.

Saturday, 20th Sept.
—This day the Confirmation took place

at Clifden Church, which being too small to contain the great

number of people who assembled, many were forced to remain in

the Church-yard. The prayers were read by the Rector, the

Rev, H. D'Arcy ; a discourse was delivered by the Bishop ; and

the Confirmation then followed, at which 200 persons were Con-

firmed. Twelve of these were original Protestants; 188 were

converts from Romanism. The catechumens came from six

different localities. From Clifden itself there were 66 ; from

Barratrough 55 ; from Errislannon 1 1 ; from Ballinaboy 1 1 ;

from Roundstone 21 ; and from Moyrus 36 ; making in all 200.

108 of these were males, and 92 females ; their ages were as

follow :
—94 of fourteen years and under ; 75 above fourteen

and under twenty; 15 under thirty; 13 under forty ; 2 under



c3

fifty : and 1 under sixty. Three persons came up to the Com-

munion rails for Confirmation, who were not provided vith

certificfxteo of approval, and upon reference to tha Mie^sionary,

were found not to have applied to him, and they were therefore

deferred.

In the afternoon the Bishop proceeded to Derrygimla, in the

promontory of Errismore. The large School-house of Derrygimla,

which has been some time building, though not yet completed

for want of the necessary funds, is however so far advanced as to

be temporarily arranged for the occasion. Sails were cast over

the rafters of the roof, and loose boards were placed on the joists

of the floor of a large portion of the room ; and the Bishop con-

sented to hold the Confirmation in it. Prayers were here read^

partly in Irish and partly in English, by the Missionary, the Rev.

Wm. Kilbride. A full congregation of converts and Roman

Catholics occupied the farther part of the room ; and 119

catechumens (76 from Derrygimla, 20 from Aillebrack, and 23

from DuhoUa) were arranged before the Bishop, on that part

which had been temporarily prepared.

After a discourse, which the Bishop addressed to the people

and the catechumens, the Confirmation took place. Two of those

confirmed were original Protestants, and 117 were converts from

Romanism ; the number of males was 59, and number of females

60. The ages were as follows :
—of fourteen years and under

there were 22 ; from that to twenty years 48 ; under thirty there

were 20 ; under forty there were 15 ; under fifty there were 12 ;

under sixty there were 2. Besides these, eight persons had come

to the Missionary, on the previous day, for Confirmation ; but

as he had given notice that he would receive none without a

month's preparation, he deferred them to another occasion.

Sunday, 2\st Sept.
—As three of the Missionary deacons

were in a position to require Priests orders, the Bishop appointed
this day for a public ordination in the town of Clifden. Two of

these Missionaries are converted Roman Catholics. From the

small size of the church, the necessary arrangements were made

with great difficulty. The seat in front of the communion rails
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was occupied by the three Deacons. A large number ofClergy
in gowns or surplices, were placed immediately behind them; am .

the remainder of the church being given up to the general con

gregation, every spot, whether of sitting or standing room, was

fully occupied. Upwards of 200 persons remained outside the

church during the whole of the service, which lasted three hours:

and a half. A large proportion of these persons were Roman-

ists. The utmost decorum was observed, and a spirit of devo-

tional attention seemed to pervade the congregation. This was

especially remarkable when in the ordination service, after the

pause for silent prayer on behalf of the candidates for the priest-

hood, the Yeni Creator was sung ; a large number of the con-

gregation joined with great solemnity. Prayers being read by
the Rector, Rev. H. D'Arcy, the sermon was preached by Rev.

A. Dallas, from the text Acts xvii. 1—5; in which, after dwelling

upon the subject of the Missionaries' preaching, he drew a com-

parison between the rapid growth of the Church in Thessalonica,

and the almost equal rapid growth of the Reformation in

Connemara ; especially pointing out the similarity of circum-

stances, alluding to events with which the people of Clifden were

well acquainted.

At the ordination the following ten Presbyters assisted in the

imposition of hands—Rev. H. D'Arcy, Rev. B. Clarke, Rev. R.

Ryder, Rev. W. Kilbride, Rev, Sir C. Lighton, Rev, J. Lefroy,

Rev. A. Hill, Rev. F. Seymour, Rev. E. Ellis, and Rev. A,

Dallas. At the administration of the Sacrament of the Lord's

Supper, there were 105 communicants, several of whom we^Hj
persons who had be(»n confirmed on the previous day.

As there were so many Clergymen present, the Bishop arranged

that the different congregations of the district should have the

advantage of hearing the gospel from other lips than the ordi-

nary Ministers ; and the evening Services were settled as follow.

At Clifden church Rev. F. Seymour read prayers, and Rev. A.

Hill preached. The workhouse Service was conducted by Rev.

J. Lefroy; Rev. E. Ellis preached at Derrygimla; Rev. C.

Conelly preached in Irish at Ballyconree; and the Rev. A. Dallas

preached in Sellerna.
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Monday, 22nd Sept.
—The Bishop visited the school at Bar-

ratrough
—the children of which were examined by the Clergy,

who expressed great satisfaction at the examination.

A piece of ground kindly given by— McCreightEsq.was taken

possession of, as the site for a School-house—the funds for

erecting which will probably be raised in England by the exer-

tions of two gentlemen, who recently visited the Missions; and

have expressed their desire to testify the approbation of the work,

by procuring the means of erecting such a building.

The Bishop proceeded to Sellerna to hold a Confirmation.

The prayers were read in Irish by the Missionary, Rev. J

Conerney ,and the Lessonsin English by the Rector,Rev. H.D'Arcy.
A discourse was addressed by the Bishop to a crowded congregation,

who had not been deterred by the rain from attending the Service.

Eighty-four persons were confirmed here from Sellerna and its

neighbouring Stations—Cleggan, Omey, and CladdaghdufF

Two of these were originally protestants, and 82 were converts.

35 were males, and 49 were females. Of those whose ages

were fourteen years and under there were 20; there were 5 1 between

fourteen and twenty ; there were 8 under thirty ; 4 under forty ;

and 1 above fifty years.

A portion of land having been given by Sir C. Lighton (who
has recently become the proprietor of part of this estate) for the

purpose of building a church, and a Parsonage house, and for a

burying ground, the proper documents were signed upon this

occasion ; and as the burying ground had been fenced, the

Bishop proceeded to consecrate it, in order that the rites of

Christian burial might be afforded to the converts, although

some time will elapse before the church can be erected. The

faUing rain did not prevent a large number of persons from fol-

lowing the Bishop and Clergy to the spot to be consecrated ;

and the ceremony was performed in the presence of many Ro-

man Catholics, who conducted themselves with great decorum

upon the occasion.

The Bishop returned to Clifden, after having visited the Mis-

sionary in the very unsuitable and inconrenient cabin, which is
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the only residence he can obtain, until means are found for

building a house upon the ground given by Sir C. Lighton. ifl

The list of admitted catechumens, given to the Bishop by the

Missionary at Sellerna, contained the names of 167 persons.

Upon subsequent enquiry, as to the reason why only 84 had

actually received Confirmation, it was found that the strongest

means had been resorted to by some landlords, and their agents,
over the parents of many of the young persons, and in some

cases by the parents themselves to prevent those over whom they
had influence from being confirmed. No fewer than 83 persons
had been thus impeded after having been examined and approved

by the Missionary. The same reason accounts for similar discre-

pancies which exist between the lists of other Missionaries,

and the numbers actually confirmed. These shew a difference

of 30 in other places, besides the 83 at Sellerna, where the

strongest opposition has long been exercised.

This being the seventh and last place where the Confirmations

were held, the following Summary may be given of the -.vhole.

The Catechumens came from 24 localities to 7 places for

Confirmation.

The total number actually confirmed was 31 original Protes-

tants, and 712 converts from Romanism—total 743.

Of these, 381 were males, and 362 females.

The ages were as follows :
—of fourteen years old and under,

there were 250. Above the age of fourteen, and including the

age of twenty, there were 297. Above the age of twenty, and

under seventy, there were 196.

The persons of this last age were divided thus :
—86 between

twenty and thirty,
—65 between thirty and forty,

—34 between

forty and fifty,
— 10 between fifty

and sixty,
—and 1 of the age

of seventy.

Although the total number of converts iictually confirmed was

only 712, yet the 45 who could not come from Inverin, Casla,

and Lettermore, should be added.

The 83 forcibly prevented at Sellerna, and the 30 at other

places, making together 113, ought also to be added.
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These two numbers, added to the 712, give a total of 870

con\erts, who would have been confirmed but for the impediments

alleged.

Besides these, the young persons might be added, whose

diminutive size, rather than their age, occasioned the postpone-

ment of their confirmation after they had been examined and

fully approved by the Missionaries ; who, it should be remem-

bered, had besides at every Station rejected several who had not

satisfied them in the course of the preparatory examination.

The number thus postponed at Castelkerke was 43 ; and at

the other Stations 35, making 78. Had their certificates of

approval been received by the Bishop, they would have made the

total 948, which was the precise number of converts examined,

approved, and certified by the Missionaries.

If the 14 persons in Salruck had come to the Missionary in

time, as well as the three persons who were turned back at Clif-

den, and the eight persons who had not given sufficient notice at

Derrygimla, these 25, (had they been approved) would have

made the total number to be 973 converts, besides the 31

Protestants.

On the evening of Monday, 22nd Sept., there was a visitation

and inspection of the Missionaries and agents in the Schoolroom

at Clifden, similar to that which had taken place at the School-

room in Glan.

There were present the agents of the Society for Irish

'Church Missions employed in the whole district of Connemara,

including the following sixteen Stations.

Clifden, Salruck, Sellerna, Cleggan, Omey, Claddaghduff,

Ballyconree, Barralrough, Turbot Island and Innishturk, Errisla-

non, Ballynaboy, Derrygimla, Aillebrach, DuhoUa, Roundsione,

Moyrus,
The agents present were 1 Superintendent ; 5 Missionaries ; 12

Readers; 5 Assistant Readers ; 9 Probationers ; 12 Schoolmasters;

1 Assistant Schoolmaster ; 10 Schoolmistress ;
—in all 55 agents.

Some of the Irish Teachers of the district were also present.

They were addressed on the part of the Committee by the Hono-
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rary Secretary of the Society of the Irish Church Missions; am t

the Bishop, after speaking to them, dismissed them with the
,

blessing. ^|

Tuesday, 23rd Sept.-^The Bishop having closed his Confirma-

tion tour, left Clifden ; but the following occurrences in con-

nexion with the Missionary work took place after his Lordship'f

departure.

A new school, recently established on Turbot Island, was

visited by the Honorary Secretary. This is one of the mosi

destitute and neglected spots in the whole of Connemara. The

children attending the school from the two islands of Turbot and

Innisturk are 52 in number : and though the school has been

opened only six weeks, their progress shows considerable intelli-

gence. The Schoolmaster, who acts also as Reader, had not

been present at the visitation of the agents, not having received

notice to attend, in consequence of the difficulty of communica-

tion with the main-land.

The children of the male and female schools of Ballyconree

took formal possession of the new School-room, being placed in

it by the Honorary Secretary of the Society.

Wednesday 24th Sept.
—The School at Roundstone was

visited by the Honorary Secretary, in order to ascertain the

ariangements necessary to accommodate the increasing number

of children who seek instruction.

The Station at Moyrus was afterwards visited, where the

Honorary Secretary was met by a considerable number of the

inhabitants, who expressed their thanks for the School. Eighty-

three children were present; the First Class was examined, and

answered remarkably well.

On the same evening the Hon. Sec. made arrangements for

the opening of a new School and Station at Carna, which will

be an important addition to the Mission.

Thursday y
25th Sept.

—Arrangements were made by the Hon.
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Sec. for opening a new School at Ballinahinch, in a position

likely to advance the cause of the Reformation.

By order of the Bishop of Tuam.

Alex. R. C. Dallas, Hon, Sec,

27th Sept., 1851.

I have read the above Report, and so far as the circumstances

detailed fell within my personal observation, I testify to the cor-

rectness of the statements therein made.

Thos. Tuam, &c.

J. SHAYLEa, PRINTBR, WONSTON, A^DOYSR-ROAO.








